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EDGAR ALLAN POE.
" Ton write to know my prospects with the (Penn.' They are glorious, notwithstanding the world of difficulties under which I labored and labor. My illness (from, which I have now entirely recovered), has been, for various reasons, a benefit to my scheme rathor than a disadvantage; and, upon the whole, i£ I do not eminently succeed in this enterprise the fault will he altogether mine own. Still, I am using every exertion to insure success, and, among other manoeuvres, I have cut down tlio bridges behind me. I must now do or die — I mean, in a literary sense.
" In the literary way I shall endeavor, gradually, (if I cannot effect the purpose at once) to give the Magirano a reputation for the having no articles but from the best pens—a somewhat negative merit, you will say. In criticism I will be bold and sternly, absolutely just, with friend and foe. From this purpose nothing shall turn me. I shall aim at originality in the body of the work, more than at any other especial quality. I have one or two articles of rny own in statu pupillari that would make you stare, at least, on account of the utter oddity of their conception. To carry out the conception is a difficulty which—may be overcome."
That the lack of capital was still a principal obstacle, however, appears from the conclusion of the letter: —
-, 'V And now, my dear Snodgrass, will yon do me a 'favor?' I have heard some mention of a new magazine 't6 ''be' iBtan'tod! in "Baltimore by a Virginian & a practical > I am anxious to know all the details of the
